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 A TIME FOR THANKS,  Richard Wandling, President, Board of Directors 
 
 As we approach what I personally consider to be the best holiday of all, Thanksgiving, it  
reminds me of what we in Coles County Habitat for Humanity should be thankful for.  
 A few examples of what we are thankful for include: 
· Butch Thompson and his unique combination of leadership, dedication, patience and of course 
construction expertise.  Without  a doubt, he has been the most critical person to our success in 
 becoming a multiple-house-per-year affiliate. 
· Charlie Smith and his role as Butch’s “right hand man” during the last two builds. Mr. Smith has 
years of dedicated commitment to the Habitat cause, and his recent move to the area from Texas 
significantly increased our construction expertise quotient. 
· Chris Sims, the members of the Volunteers Committee, and their many volunteers. With their 
many important contributions, we had probably the most seamless building process in the history of 
our affiliate. And of course, we certainly must remember the substantial and ongoing contributions 
from Butch’s loyal group of Saturday workers, along with the post-build efforts of our new Landscap-
ing Committee. 
· Area churches and religious groups, such as Thrivent, for its substantial financial assistance 
through substantial grants over the past two years; the Salisbury Church, for its impressive outpour-
ing of volunteer energy in our Charleston dual-build effort; and Immaculate Conception Church of 
Mattoon for again providing its excellent facility for our annual Habifeast. 
The students of the EIU chapter, for their diverse contributions that range from volunteering on build-
days; representing us in the EIU Homecoming Parade; and planning the second annual Dinner-
Dance. 
 

Update…………. 
 2007 is rapidly drawing to a close and it’s been a banner year for Coles County Habitat for  
Humanity.  We achieved our goal of completing three houses in one year with the completion of 
homes 18 and 19 in Charleston last September.  It was three months to the day from the  
groundbreaking that the house blessings took place and two new families were able to move into a 
home of their own.   
 We could not have accomplished this without all the wonderful volunteers, donors, board  
members and particularly the two great site supervisors, Butch Thompson and Charlie Smith.  So 
many people contributed to the success of these builds by donating time, treasure and talent.  It’s 
amazing what a small community can do when it makes the commitment! 
 Habifeast 2007 was very successful and enjoyed by over 250 people.  Again, many, many 
thanks to all who participated and made this event so enjoyable. 
 In the spring, we honored our donors by recognizing them in a special addition to our  
newsletter.  In this edition. we are recognizing all the event sponsors who gave so generously to make 
our four fundraising events this year possible.  Please review the list and next time you go to one of 
these businesses, say “thank you for supporting the mission of Coles County Habitat for Humanity”. 

 



SAVE THE DATES:  Calendar of Meetings and Events: 
 
Raise the Roof 2008 Fundraising  Ongoing 
 
Regular Board Meetings    Third Tuesday of the Month 
       6:30 pm 
       SBLHC Education Center 
 
“Celebrate a Home for Everyone”  Saturday, January 26, 2008 
Mardi Gras Dinner, Dance & Auction  6:30 to midnight 

Local Vet Raises Funds for CCHFH 
 Arcola veterinarian, Kim Livesay-Ponder and 
her husband, Cliff Ponder, donated over $2,500 to 
CCHFH which they raised by participating in the 15th 
annual Habitat 500 Bike Ride sponsored by Habitat 
Minnesota.  Each rider raises funds ($800 minimum) 
and can designate the Habitat affiliate they wish to 
donate to.  The race takes place over 7 days and 
tours around the Midwest visiting Habitat affiliates and worksites. 
 Dr. Livesay-Ponder was presented with a certificate of appreciation at the  
October Board meeting of CCHFH by Board President, Rich Wandling.     
Thank you Kim and Cliff! 

November is Affordable Housing Month in Illinois 
 Housing advocates from around the state are organizing more that two dozen activities 
during November to raise awareness about the need for more affordable housing in Illinois.   
Affordable Housing Month is coordinated by Housing Action Illinois.  Housing Action Illinois 
works to increase and preserve the supply of decent, affordable, accessible housing in Illinois 
for low-and moderate-income households through technical assistance, education and  
advocacy. 
 Organizers are also planning to use Affordable Housing Month to get more Illinois  
residents to sign-up for www.HousingMatters.net .  The website mobilizes individuals who  
support quality, fair, accessible and affordable housing for people in Illinois to directly contact 
their legislators  asking  them to support a range of issues.  Affordable housing is generally  
defined as not spend more than 30% on housing costs. 
 In Coles County, the estimated mean (average) wage for a renter is $6.34 an hour.  In 
order to afford the Fair Market Rent for a two-bedroom apartment at this wage, a renter must 
work 65 hours per week, 54 weeks per year.  Or, working 40 hours per week year-round, a 
household must include 1.6 workers earning the mean wage in order to make the two-bedroom 
FMR affordable. 

Please join us, Saturday, January 26, 2008 for 
“Celebrate a Home for Everyone”, dinner, 
dance and auction, benefiting Coles County 

Habitat for Humanity and  deserving families 
in Coles County. 



      
Raise the Roof Campaign 2008  
 
 When it comes to affordable housing, we want to  raise the roof.  Consider, for a moment, some 
facts about the cost of housing in relation to income levels.  Housing is considered affordable if it costs 
no more than 30 percent of the household income.  For many low-income families, paying the fair 
market rent (FMR) exceeds the guideline.  The FMR is a figure determined annually by the federal 
agency of Housing and Urban Development.  In general, the FMR for an area is the amount that 
would be needed to pay the gross rent (shelter rent plus utilities) of privately owned, decent and safe 
rental housing of a modest (non-luxury) nature with suitable amenities. 
 Coles County Habitat for Humanity strives to break the cycle of poverty by building affordable, 
owner-occupied housing in partnership with qualified families.  You can help support our work in Coles 
County by making a contribution to the annual Raise the Roof Campaign .  All contributions are tax  
deductible.  You may wish to contribute immediately to be included in the 2007 tax year, and you can 
also consider making a regular monthly contribution in 2008.  We hope you’ll respond generously and 
help us raise the roof over new homeowners in 2008. 
 Soon you will be receiving a request to participate in the 2008 Raise the Roof campaign.  
Please consider adding Coles County Habitat for Humanity to the charities you contribute to.  If you 
are already contributing to CCHFH, please consider increasing your donation next year. 
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� Habitat for Humanity has a dream…….to eliminate substandard housing from 
the face of the earth.  Join Coles County Habitat for Humanity and  EIU Habitat for  
Humanity as they sponsor, “Celebrate a Home for Everyone”, a Mardi Gras themed  
dinner, dance and silent auction fundraiser on Saturday, January 26, 2008 from 6:30 
pm to midnight.  Tickets are $25.00 for adults and $20.00 for students 
 A social hour will start off the festivities with doors opening at 6:30 and dinner 
served at 7:30.  The main courses for the dinner are Jambalaya and Southern Fried 
Chicken.  A no host bar will be available.   
 Josh Buchanan will DJ for your dancing pleasure.  The silent auction is sure to 
be exciting with many wonderful items to bid on.   
� The proceeds from this fundraiser will remain in our community to provide  
affordable housing for low-income families.  Please plan to attend this fun event and 
support the mission of Coles County Habitat for Humanity.   
 Donations of items for the auction are also being accepted.  Contact Cindy  
Roberts at the Habitat office, 217-348-7063 for more information or tickets for the 
event. 

Planned Giving  
 Would your heirs miss 1% of your estate?  Consider  
donating a fraction of your estate to our housing ministry.  Please 
speak with your financial advisor about a bequest, annuity or other 
planned giving gift. 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  Coles County Habitat for Humanity’s (CCHFC) mission is to improve our community 
by providing affordable, owner-occupied single family housing to low income families in Coles County. 
 

    Our office is located at 2202 4th Street, Charleston, IL  61920.  The phone number is (217) 348-7063.   
Normal business hours are Monday through Friday form 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

colescountyhabitat@yahoo.com                   www.colescountyhabitat.net 

 

At a loss as to what to get for your picky Aunt Mary or the parent who has everything?  Why not make a 
donation in their honor to Coles County Habitat for Humanity.  There are many benefits to this gift:  you 
will help provide a home for a deserving family, you can avoid last minute panic shopping, you can take 
a little step and help alleviate poverty housing in Coles County and you can give the best gift of 
all…..the gift of giving.  We’ll even send an acknowledgement to the person you choose to honor.   
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Enclosed is my gift in honor of:__________________________.  Please send an acknowledgement to: 
  
                                 Address:________________________________________________ 
 
                                 Signed:_________________________________________________ 

Detach and Mail to: 
Coles County Habitat, P.O. Box 945, Charleston, Il 61920 

Coles County Habitat for Humanity 
P. O. Box 945 
Charleston, IL  61920 
 
Return Service Requested 


